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1 not. this * Faft that I 2 choſen : 2 T 
| | ale the bands, gf. wickedneſs, te undo, the 
. heavy. bur dens, and ta let the e,oppreſſed go 
fre ee, and that ye break every yoke. 


* appears to have been the uninterry 1Þ- 


ted cuſtom of ages! in times of national 
| diſtreſs, or great publick enterprize, to ſeek 
protection i in the one caſe, and aſſiſtance i in 
| the other, from chat Being, who holds the 
ſcales of empire in his hands, and weighs 
the future lot and contin gencies of men.— 
For however forgetful they may be of the 
ſupreme Being in times of affluence and 
; ſucceſs, they generally ; fly to him in tho ſe 
of indigence and adverſity. — The people 
with whom we have the preſent, unhappy 
12 ſpare Hoe been beforehand, with us in 
A 2 point 


1 


point of time in humiliation, it is our bu- 
lineſs to take care & that they are not before 
us in acceptance with God.—If the ſtrug- 
gle on each ſide inſtead of the empire of 
this world had been for happineſs i in the 
next, neither party, I think, would have 
brought ſuch miſery on themſelves as muſt 
neceſſarily. happen in the diſpute of this 
unnatural war, — When men in temporal 

concerns bring matters of litigation before 
the judge, they ought firſt to be in them- | 
ſelves convinced that they have ſufficient 
grounds of accuſation or defence : and 
ſurely the like or greater care is neceſlary | 
- when we appeal to the ſolemn Judge and 


Majeſty of Heaven for the reQttude of our 
actions. 


How far our brethren on the other fide 
the Atlantick have ſecured themſelves on 
this head it is their's to anſwer, as it is 
.our's to ſee, when we approach the God of 
2 that we have left nothing untried to 

main- 


1 


inte us in poſſeſſion of that peace 
which he loves and commands us to culti- 
vate in the world Hoy far in politicks i it 
was either expedient or neceſſary for us 
to purſue America with arms, is not the 
immediate buſineſs of this time and place 
either to canvaſs or determine. — From 
the very nature of our meeting this day 
we are more immediately to conſider, in 
the face of God, whether our proceedings 
are juſt, and not only ſo, but whether that 
juſtice has been ſought. by every means 
preferable to that of wading to it through 
f blood. — War with common enemies is 
ſuch a breach on the happineſs of man- 
kind, that it ſhould be maturely conſidered 
before it is entered upon between one na- 
tion and another: but a civil war is big 
with ſo many miſeries, carried on with 
ſuch hatred, and uſually prolonged to ſuch 
length of time, that of all others it ought 
to be fully weighed and inveſtigated. —The 

bad effects of a foreign war generally ceaſe 


with 
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with the war itſelf, and a treaty puts things 
again « on a ſettled footing ; ; but the miſe- 
ries o fdomeſtick war are prolonged after 
the time of open hoſtilities: — The ſoldier 
fleſhed with the blood of his fellow-citizen 
does not ſo ſpeedily cool ; and injuries from 
. brethren. are not fo ality forgotten. 


- » PRIeENDs made by the forord are no lon- 
ger friends than while that ſword is drawn; 


the moment it is ſheathed diſobedience 


will ſpring up, and attempts be made to 
re- inſtate themſelves in that freedom they 
have either in reality or in imagination loſt. 
At home, under the immediate inſpection 

of the prince, the jealouſy and heart-burn- 
ings of the people can ſoon be perceived, 


and. by quick and prudent means eaſily aſ- 
- ſwaged, and an open rupture be prevented: 


but at the diſtance of three thouſand miles, 
chrough a continent of almoſt the ſame ex- 
tent, the eye of the ſovereign cannot provide 
ſo minutely but many things muſt eſcape 

— 


. 
him in the beginning, Which in the end 
may have factious, and even fatal conſe- 
quences. 


T 


Bur dis Edt 10 lead me to the con- 
ſideration of our war with our fellow ſub- 
jects in America on the footing of expe- 
diency, which, as I before ſaid, is not ſo 
proper for this'place, and has been amply 
diſcuſſed, where it more particularly be- 
tongs, in the great aſſembly of the nation.— 
It is the duty of England this day aſſem- 
bled in the ſolemn temples of God, to 
confine herſelf to this ſimple enquiry, whe- 
ther her humiliation is pure, her prayers 
fincere and unanimous, and the object of 
them, the war with her American colonies, 
juſt.—If on ſtrict ſcrutiny ſhe ſtands aſ- 
fured in theſe particulars, ſhe may fairly 
preſume, that her offerin g will be accepta- 
ble to heaven ;—if otherwiſe, ſhe may be 
found charged with hypocriſy, and forfeit 
her hopes of fayourable reception with- 


that 


that Being, who hows eyery ſocret mov 3 
ment and intention of the heart. | 


THAT tech a reſearch into our conduct is 
at this time neceſſary, we ſhall ſee from that 
chapter of the Jewiſh prophet, which the 
heads of our communion have given us in 

the firſt leſſon for the ſpecial ſervice: of the 
day juſt now. repeated, We ſhall find this 
author extremely capable. to inform us of 
our duty 1 in the ſtate we are in, when we 
ſee how well able he was to inſtruct us in 
both divine and political knowledge. — 
Iſaiah was the ſon of Amos, brother 4 
Amazias, king of Juda, and lived cotem- 
porary with Ozias, Jotham, Ahaz, Eze- 
kias, and Manaſſes, kings of that country, 
to whom he was nearly united in blood. - 
As a prophet he began to teach publickly | 
in the year of the world 3167, and before 
Chriſt 800, and governed the church 
eighty years and more, till the time of 
M. anaſſes, when for preaching againſt the 


a political 


1 5 1 
te politics and moral irregularities of the 
times he was put to death by that 
& prince, — His doctrine was two-fold, 
« partly concerning the law, and partly 
© the goſpel, as may appear from his pro- 
« pheſies; in the firſt forty chapters, the 
1 doctrine of the law is ſet forth with ſharp 
« reprehenſions for fin: in the firſt four 
% of which, are grievous accuſations of 
< ſinners for breach of the firſt command- | 
« ment, the other, for the moſt part, 
- propheey of horrible puniſhments, mu- 
bo 4 tations, and change of government; bus 

« principally of the Jews, Babylonians, 
* Aſſyrians, Syrians; and Zgyptians, — — 
«© From the fortieth to the end of the 
4%: book, is contained the doctrine of the 
goſpel, and of the kingdom of our Sa- 
4% yiour Jeſus Chriſt, which he hath ſet 
forth with ſuch excellent eloquence, | 
figures and amplifications, that he may 
« be compared with the Beſt orator that 
* fever wrote . | 

* Bunting, Prideaux. 


5 „ Thus 
WP | 


110 
Tuus ſeeing how able a guide we have 
| for our devotion, let us view his ſentiments 


in the chapter purpoſely | cr for our ad- 
monition. | 


: is we . well conſider the ſubject, we ſhall 
find it ſtrikingly Kopp to our circum- | 
| ors: 


« Cry aloud, ſpare not; lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my peo- 
ple their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of 
Jacob their ſins. — Vet they ſeek me 
« daily, and delight to know my ways, as 
«« a nation that did righteouſneſs, and for- 
ſook not the ordinances of their God 
they alk of me the ordinances of juſ- | 
tice; they take delight in approaching 

« to God, — Wherefore have we faſted, 
> fay they, and thou ſeeſt not? Where 
fore have we afflicted our ſoul, and thou 
ei takeſt no knowledge? Behold in the 

or HO 
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ec 


ce 


cf 


cc 
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_ 
day of your faſt ye find pleaſure, a and 


exact all as b labours. 


92 1Dzno0L.0 ye faſt for ſtrife and Alete 
and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs; 


ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to 


make your voice to be heard on high.— 


Is it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen? A 
© day for a man to afflict his ſoul > Is it. to 


bow down his head as a bulruſh, and to 


ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under him? 


Wilt thou call this a faſt, and an ac- 
ceptable day to the Lord? — Is not this 


the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe 
the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the 


heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed: 
go free, and that ye break every yoke ? 
Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 


and that thou bring the poor that are caſt; 


out to thy houſe? When thou ſeeſt the 
naked, that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not thyſelf from thine own 
fleſh ? Then ſhall thy light break forth 

B 2 6% as 
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&« as the morning, and thine health ſhall 
« ſpring forth ſpeedily z and thy righteouſ- 
« neſs ſhall go before thee ; the glory of 
« the Lord ſhall be thy reward v. Then 
* ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall an- 
« ſwer: thou halt cry, and he ſhall fay, | 
% here I am. If thou take away from the 
midſt of thee the yoke, the putting forth 
* of the finger, and ſpeaking vanity z— | 
« and they that ſhall be of thee ſhall build 
« the old waſte places; thou ſhalt raiſe up 
« the foundations of many generations, and 
thou ſhalt be called, the repairer of the 
2 breach, the : reſtorex of paths to duell 
in. killed in the arts of govern- 
ment, reſpectable for his royal extraction, 
and aſſiſted by a prophetick fpirit, we ſee 
how boldly he attacks the vices of his 
country. 


HE, in his own aſtoniſhing language, 
* lifts up his voice like a trumpet, and 


* (i. e.) bulwark, defence. 


5 ſhews 


11 
se ſhews the people their tranſgreſſion, and 
4 the houſe of Iſrael their fin.” He tells 
them, that they muſt not expect, that their 
prayers will be accepted of God, becauſe 
5 they faſt for ſtrife and debate, and to 
« ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs ;” 
Let us take care that there be thing 
found in our conduct ſimilar to this in our 
_ diſpute with the colonies in America. 
IT ſhall not preſume to aſſert here, that the 
inhabitants of that country are abſolutely 
right and free from blame in withdrawing 
their allegiance from us: I ſhall however 
call to your remembrance what they avow ; 
and are before-hand in their appeal to my 
and man for the 1 of. 


TREVY 5 chat no ſubjeck of theſe 
realms can be taxed without his conſent, 
that they neither are, nor, from their vaſt. 
diſtance from us, can be repreſented in our 
parliament, that they always were ready 
to the utmoſt of their ability, and even 

. 


(14 ] 
beyond, to lend their affiſtance to their 
mother country whenever her neceffities 
required, and that they bowed with' ſub- 
miſſion to their common ſovereign, 
Tux, contrary to their natural rights as 
Engliſhmen, and to charters granted, we 


have levied taxes without their conſent, 


that thoſe taxes could not prove fo benefi- 
cial to the parent ſtate as the power ſhe 
peaceably enjoyed, without interruption, 
of reſtraining their trade and commerce ſo 
as to bring all the advantage into theſe 
kingdoms in excluſion of the reſt of the 
world; and, that being the caſe, they 
could only conceive that an attempt was 
made to enſlave them, by officers of reve- 
nue totally dependent on the will of the 
miniſter: that inſtead of purſuing lenient 
and healing meaſures to this riſing dif- 
ference, law officers only amenable to the 
crown, contrary to the above charters, 
were ſet over them, who denied them, in 


moſt 


1151 
moſt intereſting caſes the great bulwark of | 
Engliſh freedom, the trial or * of their 
nnn | O68 
3 


Tur Frequent petitions to be reinſtated 
in the ſituation, they were in before the year 
1763, (prior to the commencement of the 
preſent: and onfy diſputes with America) 
have been rejected; and many of them even 
refuſed to be read. And that they were 
not driven from all hopes of reception into 
favour till forces were hired to ſubjugate 
them from princes unconcerned and unin- 
tereſted in the quarrel.— That nothing leſs 
| than unconditional ſubmiſſion to the will 
of the miniſtry (which, they fay, is not the 
will of the people at large, or the intereſt 
of the king) will ſatisfy us, Now it con- 
cerns us to examine, fince we are called 
into the preſence of God, as much as we 
can be in this world, in the temples con- 
ſecrated to his worſhip, whether there i is 
any truth in what our adverſaries alledge ; 
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ind, if there is, to think whether we my 
not be in the like melancholy ſituation with 
the Jewiſh nation in their approach to their 
ſacred temple, in danger of loſing the pro- 
tection of the Deity equally implored. — 


When we appeal to men, we may talk of 
the honour of à nation, or the dignity of a 


crown, in maintenance of temporal juriſdic- 


tion and authority; but when we appeal to 
heaven, our pretenſions muſt not only be 


honourable, but they muſt be juſt and hu- 


TEMPORAL Zeal may fay, we will cons 
quer 4 vaſt continent fruggling, for what 
they think their liberties, with five thouſand 
men, that they muff fly at the very jight of our 
arms: but how does this agree with the 
prophet before us? He ſays, © that if we 


« cry and expect the Lord to hear, we 


* muſt take away from the midſt of us the 
yoke, the putting forth of the finger and 
% the ſpeaking of vanity, that we hide not 
as ourſelves from our own fleſh „Self- 


accuſation 


-”” mn 

üccu ſation is often a woke, ſeldom A 
pleaſing taſk. However,” 1 ſhould be un- 
worthy of che office 1 bear, did I diſguiſe 
my ſentiments on this occaſion.Had the 
d iſpute with our brethren in the new world 
taken its riſe from a previous rejection on 
their ſide of the power of the king, and jo 
the laws then in being of this country, td 

which they had ſubmitted ; had they not 
frequently petitioned to be eaſed of what 
they thought a yoke upon them, had thoſe 
petitions been heard, and ſome. trial made 
of their faith, and they then had. broken 
their engagements, we need not have felt 


any repugnance this day of filing their te- 
liltance rebellion. 


bot us s however reflect upon the Eruation 
on which we ſtand No diſpute perfectly 
: ſimilar to the preſent has ever been ſtarted 
| fince empire has been known i in the world: 
and this is ſome excuſe to both parties, 
None ever more likely to have ruinous con- ; 


- ſequences,— 


6 


8 Both des in this Ucerfaity 5 


fare have appealed to the great 80 Sovereign | of 


Power for juſtice; merey and ſupport. 
The child beſeeches heaven agammſt the pa- 
rent the parent againſt the child; the 
houſe moſt unhappily divided againft itſelf. 
Which way the balance will turm chn only 
be foreknown by him who holds the beam 
that it may the more likely incline to 'our 
nde, let us vie with them in chriſtian 28 
we do in every manly virtue While we 
carry in our hands the arms, tet us carry 
in our boſoms, as I hope we Mal do the 
generoſity of Britons; this indeed may be 
expected from the known. humamity of whe 
Brothers who conduct the ware That we 
may ſucceed in our hoſtile attempts, if they 
mult be hoſtile,” tet us exceed our difitnited 
brethren in our moral and religious chit» 
radter,=Remember thit the alt - Which 
God has choſen, =# Is not to fix à Ay for 
- * a man to afffict his fbul, to Bow deen 
. if his hend like a bulk ruſh, or to Mread 

66 ſackcloth 
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& fckeloth and alhes under fim: ; it is 0 
ie Toole the bands of wickedneſs, Y to undo 
« the heavy burdens, to let the oppreſſed 
LO 8⁰ free, And to 180 every yok ke. —Is It it 
* fot to deal thy bread to the hung Sry. and 

1 that thou bring g the j poor that are calt « out 
0 to thy houſe: when thou ſeeſt t the naked 
ve that thou c cover him: and that thou hide 
not thylelf from thine own fleſh.— — 


& Then ſhall thy lig ht break forth. as the 


* morning, and thine health ſhall ſpring 
ce e ſpeedily, thy righteouſneſs ſhall 


* 20 before thee, the .x glory of the Lord | 


a 12 be thy bulwark and defence.” We 


are not to conſider i in a like quarrel what | 


an arbitrary government mi ight exact, or 
What colonies branching out from ſuch a 
ſock might ſubmit to: but what a nation, 
where freedom and virtue have fixed their 
ſeat, ſhould expect and demand from her 


ſons, enflamed by equal ardour with their 


parent ſtate, with all the virtues that adorn 
humanity.— Rigours put in practice by the 
miniſter 
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ed IS: to reign con- 
formale to laws eſtab] iſhed by 2 generous 


n 


and free people, ind whoſe | example W- 

piety we may follow.—As a re-union wit 

America would not only be more ſafe but, 

all thin s afidered, ore honourable | 
ight about by negociati | 


ES ; 5 £ * % 1 
» 5 * 5 


by arms: tet us finiſh in ending up un- | 
feigned x prayers to the ( God of peace, that 5 
I Thick he 2 
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